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One of Dunedin’s insurance companies was 
named after a Queen. Although she was 
Queen of England her first language was 
German. Find the insurance company building 
in the picture. 
What was the Queen’s name?

This is a pair of patu (a club or pounding 
tool). There are a number of Māori symbols 
carved on this building. 
What is the name of the building?

Stop 1

Stop 2

This building is really different from the rest, 
and is an example of 1970s architecture.
What is the name of the architects who 
designed it?

Stop 3

This building was constructed around 1887. 
In 1914 it was bought by Milne Bremner Ltd 
(this is your clue!), who were wine merchants. 
It doesn’t look like this anymore as ‘modern’ 
taste decreed the original state of the 
building was too ornamental.
What number in Vogel Street is this?

Stop 4



This cast iron window grill has four letters 
on it. The letters stand for the name of a 
business that was founded in Dunedin in 1864 
as a stock and station agency. 
They invested and lent money to encourage 
New Zealand farming. 
Find the grill. What do the four letters 
stand for? 

Stop 5

Spencer and Dunkley were general carriers 
and coal merchants. Before there were trucks 
and trains, horses and carts hauled goods 
around town. Spencer and Dunkley had a 
team of 14 horses and their carts hauled 
everything from coal, firewood and logs to 20 
ton boilers. 
What year did they go into business?

Stop 6

This building is called Trident House. You 
can see King Neptune’s trident, as well as 
anchors and waves above the entrance. 
Shipping agencies handled the cargo and the 
general interests of its customers, at ports 
and harbours worldwide. 
What was the name of the shipping 
agency that owned Trident House? 

Stop 7

Stop 8
This ornament on the building is in an Art 
Deco style. Art deco, or Arts Décoratifs, first 
appeared in France just before World War 1. 
It became popular in the 1920s and 1930s, 
and influenced the design of everything from 
buildings to jewellery to cars. 
What is the name of the business that is 
now in this building?



The way buildings are used changes over 
time. These were once useful entrances and 
now they aren’t. 
On what street are the doors to nowhere?

Stop 9

Look at the cast iron window grill on these 
windows. This is an old, and very patterned, 
form of security. You could open the bottom 
window and the grill stopped someone from 
climbing in. 
What is the street number of the building 
with this window grill?

Stop 10

On this corner you can see original street 
cobblestones. In the early days our city was 
called ‘Mud-edin’. To combat the mud, our 
streets were laid with bumpy cobblestones. 
‘Cobblestone’ is from the very old English 
word ‘cob’, which meant ‘rounded lumps’ - 
like on a corn-cob. 
Standing on these cobblestones, what is 
the colour of the building behind you? 

Stop 11

Find the remains of the abutment that once 
supported the old pedestrian bridge that 
went over the railway line.  
How many steps are there from the top to 
the bottom?

How long was the bridge that used to start 
from here? (clue: look for the answer at 
the bottom of the steps)

Stop 12



If you had stood here on the corner of 
Police and Cumberland Streets before 
1879 you would have had wet feet. The 
harbour covered all this area until fill from 
places such as Bell Hill created reclaimed 
land. Then the land could be mapped and 
surveyed, and streets could be planned. 
What can you see here that has to do with 
this mapping project? 

Stop 13

This is a rusticated pilaster. 
A pilaster is a square column that sticks out 
from the wall slightly. 
How many pilasters, or square columns, 
can you count on the side of this building 
which faces Cumberland Street? 

Stop 14

This building was built in 1883 for the Union 
Steamship Company, founded in Dunedin in 
1875. It was was once the biggest shipping 
line in the southern hemisphere and NZ’s 
largest private employer. It doesn’t look like 
this now but the front door is still the same. 
What is on the floor of the entrance way? 

Stop 15

On Cumberland Street is an entrance with 
this old sign. The white writing advertises 
J. Wilkie & Co Ltd, who were printers, 
bookbinders and stationers. 
What is the name of the building where 
the sign is?

Stop 16



Find the building with this sign. This building 
was built as a hotel in 1880 and designed 
by the architect John Burnside. It was the 
closest hotel to the nearby railway station 
and was a hotel for 125 years. 
What is the name of the current restaurant 
in this building?  

Stop 17

Tiger Tea was first imported to New Zealand 
in 1888. A Dunedin firm began producing 
their own Tiger Tea in 1890. It became world 
famous in New Zealand. They produced Tiger 
Tea until the 1980s. In 1981 the Dunedin firm 
established the Countdown supermarkets.
What was the name of the firm?

Stop 18

These are ionic columns. Ionic is one of 
three column styles builders used in ancient 
Greece. It has scroll-shaped ornaments on 
the top of the column. You can see these 
ionic columns on a building that looks out on 
to the Queens Gardens. 
What is this building called?

Stop 19

This building was built in 1888 for the 
NZ Insurance Company. It was designed 
by Nathaniel Wales (of Mason & Wales 
Architects), who was also a Dunedin Mayor 
and Member of Parliament. The architect 
made use of reliefs, where sculpted 
elements are created by chiselling away the 
background – a time-consuming exercise. 
What is the name of this building? 

Stop 20



ANSWERS: 
1. Victoria 
2. Maritime Building 
3. 9 
4. 195 
5. National Mortgage Agency 
6. 1886 
7. Tapley Swift Shipping Agency 
8. Carpet Court 
9. Vogel Street 
10. 124 

11. Grey 
12. 28 steps, bridge 196 m 
13. Survey Mark 
14. 20 
15. Tiles 
16. Vogel House 
17. Moiety 
18. J. Rattray and Son Ltd 
19. Phoenix House 
20. New Zealand Insurance Co


